[image: image1.jpg]Countryside Recreation Network





Growing the Outdoor Economy: Speaker Biographies
CRN conference 06.03.13

	Jerome Mayhew, Managing Director, Go Ape

Until 2006 Jerome worked for 10 years as a barrister specialising in personal injury litigation. He joined Go Ape in 2006 as Director of Business Development and Risk and became Managing Director in 2009. The Go Ape vision is to create adventures and to live life adventurously. Part of Jerome’s role is to make sure that the health and safety environment continues to allow the provision of adventurous activity.



	Neil Ravenscroft, Professor of Land Economy, University of Brighton

Dr Neil Ravenscroft is Professor of Land Economy at the School of Environment & Technology at the University of Brighton. He has, for many years, undertaken research on local economic and social activity, particularly related to outdoor recreation and access to the countryside of England and Wales. He was part of the team that developed the Environment Agency’s strategic approach to water related recreation in Wales and many of the former regions of England. More recently he was a lead author on the role of cultural ecosystem services in the National Ecosystem Assessment (NEA), and he is currently working on NEA follow-up projects that seek to develop new economic thinking about the outdoor economy of the UK, and on a project for the Canal and River Trust, on identifying the size and role of the social economy in Northern Europe. Professor Ravenscroft is also a Director of Tablehurst Community Farm in East Sussex, England, a large and diversified community-owned business that typifies new employment-led approaches to underpinning localised outdoor economies.   



	Ruth Coulthard, Funding Development Manager, Brecon Beacons National Park Authority
Ruth Coulthard is the Funding Development Manager for the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority, responsible for diversifying the range of funding and income streams for the Authority to help it carry out its work, and also build relationships with partner organisations to maximise limited resources.  Before this, Ruth looked after the promoting enjoyment and understanding area of the National Park’s work including education, interpretation and information, a perfect environment to understand the growing need to develop a more diverse range of funding options in order to finance the Authority’s work in the future! Ruth first became aware of the Walkers are Welcome Concept when working on a cross border initiative to develop walking tourism along the Offa’s Dyke Corridor. The initiative was the perfect way to deliver the economic development outcomes required for the project and engaging local communities. Taken with the scheme and the enthusiasm of the national committee, in her spare time Ruth began developing an accreditation bid for her home town of Abergavenny. She also recently became a voluntary member of the scheme’s committee and is fortunate to be working with them to help take forward this concept nationally.



	Lyndsey Swift, Head of Strategic Partnerships, Visit England

Lyndsey Swift is Head of Partnerships at VisitEngland - the National Tourist Board for England.  Lyndsey drives forward industry implementation of the Strategic Framework for Tourism in England – the first tourism strategy for England in ten years.  She also manages VisitEngland’s relationship with Local Enterprise partnerships and key strategic partners who impact on the visitor economy including trade associations, local government and other agencies. Lyndsey’s career has its roots in local government, having previously programme managed the Local Government Association’s lobbying work on culture, tourism, sport, transport and regeneration. She was senior policy advisor in the Local Government Strategy Unit at the Department for Communities and Local Government, driving forward the 2006 Local Government White Paper and has worked at the corporate centre of three local authorities, supporting the Leader of the Council and cabinet members.



	Pippa Langford, Programme Manager – Delivery Improvement Programme, Natural England

Pippa has worked for Natural England and its predecessor, the Countryside Agency, for over 8 years. At the Countryside Agency she advised on the previous RDPE and its impact upon the countryside. Since Natural England was formed she has worked on other projects such as Access to Natural Greenspace and Coastal Access. More recently she managed the People and Access Team of around 100 staff: this team delivers the National Trails programme, Coastal access, open access, the Natural Connections project, and Paths for Communities. Currently Pippa is working on a project to improve local delivery for the whole of Natural England.

Prior to working at the Countryside Agency, Pippa was Director of Wildlife and Countryside Link for a couple of years. She worked on a wide range of environmental issues but in particular, represented the NGOs at Ministerial Round table meetings about CAP reform. Before this Pippa was a Senior Lecturer in Rural Policy and Bishop Burton College in Yorkshire for 12 years: this included developing a specialism in countryside recreation. In her spare time, Pippa enjoys gardening and walking with her family both in the UK and within Europe.



	Chris Gratton, Sheffield Hallum University

Awaiting



	Graeme McClean, Project Manager, Developing Mountain Biking in Scotland

Graeme is the Project Manager for Developing Mountain Biking in Scotland.  He is passionate about his role and believes the project can make significant improvements to mountain biking in Scotland and enhance our worldwide reputation for providing sustainable mountain biking.

The project supported Tourism Intelligence Scotland (TIS) in creating a mountain biking guide for tourism businesses and brought this guide to life with workshops attended by over 80 businesses.

He has also initiated several research projects into the contribution mountain biking makes to the Scottish economy and has a unique overview of mountain biking in Scotland. 

He has worked in sport and activity in various roles within the public, private and voluntary sector since 1995.  Having qualified as a Trail Cycle Leader he has seen first hand the enjoyment and satisfaction that introducing mountain biking into people’s lives brings.  He would like to keep learning more about his environment, drop into a 6ft wave, lower his golf handicap to under 10 & ride the World Cup run at Fort William!



	Richard Millar, Head of Enterprise, Scottish Canals

Richard Millar is Head of Enterprise at Scottish Canals. He is responsible for promoting marine and visitor tourism, stimulating commerce and social enterprise on the canals, developing new access and interpretation and establishing links between the canals, as linear parks, and the wider countryside and waterways. Richard is also responsible for fundraising, marketing, events and promoting active living on the canals as well as overseeing The Falkirk Wheel. 
 
Richard is the Scottish Canals lead on The Helix project, which was awarded £25 million by the BIG Lottery Commission in November 2007, the largest single Living Landmarks award made at the time. An engineer by trade, Richard joined Scottish Canals in 1999 when he was involved in the £83.5m Millennium Link Project to reopen the Lowland canals, then the largest canal restoration ever to take place in the UK. The canal extension and sealock at the Helix complete the aspirations of the Millennium Link Project by taking the canal back to its birthplace in Grangemouth.
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